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The Investiture of Edgar I. King as The
Fifth Dean of Dickinson School of Lawt
Honorable Dale F. Shughart: We are happy to have you who
are friends of the Dickinson School of Law join us on this memo-
rable occasion. We extend special greetings to representatives of
our distinguished sister institutions of education who have given
of their time to be with us.
The purpose of our gathering is to install a new dean of Dickin-
son School of Law. The selection of the academic head of this
School is one of the most important duties with which the Board
of Trustees is charged. It is with pride and a real sense of accom-
plishment that the Board brings to the School the man who is to
be invested today-Doctor Edgar I. King.
Dr. King joined the faculty of the Dickinson School of Law
in 1962 with the rank of Professor of Law. For the past seven
years he has also served as Assistant Dean. In recognition of his
excellence and skill as a law teacher, last year he was named John
Edward Fowler Memorial Distinguished Professor of Law.
A native of Logan, Kansas, Dr. King received his baccalaureate
and juris doctorate degrees from the University of Kansas. In addi-
tion, he did graduate work in law at the University of Michigan.
During World War II, he was a commissioned officer in the U.S.
Navy and was an active reservist until 1969.
After pursuing private practice in Kansas, Dr. King began a
legal teaching career at the University of Missouri, Kansas City.
He was subsequently on the faculty at the University of Louisville
and Western Reserve University (now Case-Western Reserve)
Cleveland, Ohio, where he was Dean of its Law School.
In 1959, Temple University awarded Dr. King an Honorary Doc-
tor of Laws degree and in 1972 he was visiting professor of law
at the Hastings College of Law, San Francisco.
In addition to contributing numerous articles to Law Reviews,
Dr. King was the author of Notes and Annotations to Kentucky
Revised Statutes (1944) and consulting editor of Pennsylvania
t Conducted on October 19, 1974, at the Grace United Methodist
Church, Carlisle, Pa. An invocation by the Reverend Donald H. Treese
preceeded the investiture ceremony.
* President Judge, Ninth Judicial District of Pennsylvania; Presi-
dent, Dickinson School of Law.
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Juvenile Court Handbook (1965). Included among his professional
memberships are: American and Pennsylvania Bar Association;
American Law Institute, American Society for Legal History; The
American Judicature Society; and the Order of the Coif.
Although our focus is on the Dean today, I know that his many
friends want to join in greeting his wife Ann. This gracious person
has become a warm and welcome friend to the Dickinson family.
Dr. King and his wife are members of this Church and have
been active in community affairs during their twelve years resi-
dence in the Carlisle Area.
These things are but a sampling of his charitable and profes-
sional activities and touch not at all upon the many disciplines into
which he has delved deeply and competently just because he found
them absorbing.
The Board of Trustees is happy to invite such a man into the
School family.
I now recognize the Dean Emeritus, Burton R. Laub.
Dean Emeritus Burton B. Laub:** Mr. President. There is
perhaps, no pleasure so keen or enjoyable as that of participation
in the launching of a friend's new career. Pleasure, therefore, is
at the helm as I embrace the task assigned to me today-that is,
the introduction of Edgar I. King, to receive, at your hands, the
obligation required of all deans of the Dickinson School of Law.
Edgar I. King is a man among men and well beloved of his
fellows. I bring you, sir, no encomiums for his academic excellence,
since his long and brilliant career as a teacher, and his occupancy
of the John Edward Fowler Distinguished Professorship, stand as
mute testimony therefor. Nor is there need for eulogy in support
of his capacity as an administrator. His prior deanship in a sister
institution and the faithful discharge of his duties as Assistant Dean
of the School of Law for the past seven years are proofs of that
beyond a reasonable doubt.
All of us who know and love him are happy to see this day.
Just as habitual observors of the barometer are not surprised when
the storm arrives, so no one of us were surprised at the announce-
ment of the decision to make him Dean.
Edgar King is a good teacher because his character and his in-
tellect will not permit him to be otherwise. He is a wise teacher
because he is a wise man. He is a humane administrator because
he is humane. The ecstasy of his academic life has never been sul-
** Dean, Dickinson School of Law, 1966-74.
lied. Because he is a friend to man and because he is a friend to
me, I cherish this moment.
Mr. President, I have the distinct honor to present to you, for
the purposes of this occasion, Dr. Edgar I. King.
Honorable Dale F. Shughar: By the authority vested in me
by the Board of Trustees of the Dickinson School of Law, under
the powers granted by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania I invite
you to accept the deanship of this School and wish to charge you
with the responsibilities of this office, which are:
To provide leadership for the faculty in educating students for
the challenge of the law;
To admit as students only those persons possessing the moral
and the intellectual capabilities necessary to keep the legal
profession a worthy institution;
To instill these persons with a devotion to law and a sense of
ethical values which will grow throughout their profes-
sional lives;
To keep the goals of the School alive to the inherited wisdom
of the law and responsive to the always developing needs
of society;
To support the legal profession in its service to man;
To promote the relationships of the School with other educa-
tional institutions; with governmental organizations; with
the bar and judiciary; and, with our alumni;
To report regularly to the Board of Trustees on the condition
of the School and advise the Board of the needs, direction
and accomplishments of the School.
Dean Edgar I. King: President Shughart, your charge has set
forth solemn obligations of magnitude. I pledge my best efforts
and sincere devotion to fulfilling the laudable specifics of your
charge. I accept the appointment to the Deanship of the Dickinson
School of Law.
Both President Shughart and Dean Emeritus Laub were more
than gracious in their remarks. All this is most appreciated, and
I am truly thankful for the participation of my own Pastor in to-
day's service.
I note the presence of so many friends of the School and of
myself-from so many avenues. There are the members of the im-
mediate Dickinson family. I greet the officials of sister professional
and educational organizations. It is a joy that so many from the
Carlisle community with whom we live in continuing friendship
came to join us. And I thank those friends and relatives who have
come from out of town to be here. I particularly acknowledge the
presence of two dear nieces. That so many would have come to
say "good luck" fills me with a great warmth. And to Ann, my
gratitude for having walked in love by my side these many years.
Dedication
DICKINSON LAW REVIEW
To accept the Deanship of the Dickinson School of Law con-
cerns itself with the responsibility of molding the lives and minds,
of those young women and men who seek, within our School, to
undertake the study of law. This in turn carries with it a responsi-
bility, to participate in the constantly developing task of providing
an educational system, that will produce the type of lawyer product
needed by our society. Since our graduates become an involved
and functioning part of the profession, there is the responsibility
of sending forth graduates who will shape a profession which will
be dedicated to honesty, to public and private service and to per-
fection of the law. Since there is probably no institution which
exceeds the legal profession in its influence in the shaping of our
society, that profession must participate in developing a society
where conflict between differing interests, individuals and institu-
tions is minimized; where freedom and justice can prevail. These
I believe to be our proper functions.
The Board of Trustees by their appointment has tossed a stone
into the middle of a pond. I wonder if the ever broadening circles
that will come from their action will be ones that they could reason-
ably anticipate and ones in which they can rejoice when at some
later time they analyze the results.
And when I think of the consequences of their action I begin
to sense the enormity of the task, of the responsibilities and of the
potentials, which I have undertaken. For accomplishment my own
devotion will not be enough. There must be strength from many
sources. I have a feeling of security and confidence that this
strength will be given.
I salute the Faculty with which I have had and will have the
opportunity to work. Their variety of interests, their dedication,
their intelligence, mark them as a body of which we are justifiably
proud.
Since this function is the investiture of a law school Dean, it
is fitting that legal education be the primary subject of discussion;
fitting not only because of the specific occasion, but because of the
importance of law, and therefore legal education, to each person
here assembled whether that person be law student, lawyer or lay
citizen.
There is no doubt that the legal profession, particularly in a
democracy, plays a unique and difficult role. When we realize the
interrelation of student and profession and society, we begin to re-
alize that the task of training students to start being lawyers in
the span of three years is one of really incredible difficulty.
A judge recently stated the difficulty of the task by adapting
an old joke when he said that he thought "that the dean of a law
school on commencement day would feel very much like the old
Kentucky moonshiner who, when apprehended with a liquid that
he claimed was water and which a test showed was something else,
said, 'The Good Lord has passed a miracle again!"'
If we are not to rely on miracles alone we should try to under-
stand the task we undertake.
Still central to our task is a process which has long concerned
educators. The development of the legal mind-the instilling in
the student of the methods and processes of legal accomplishment.
The legal mind is an inquiring mind; its favorite single word
is "Why?"
It is an analytical mind. It picks a problem apart so that each
component can be seen and judged and then reassembled.
It is a selective mind. It rejects characteristics that are not
significant and focuses on those that are.
It is a classifying mind. It organizes for use that which has
been selected.
It is a discriminating mind. It has a distrust of a plethora of
ideas. It learns to exercise the priceless quality of judgment.
This is the prime skill that the student of law must acquire.
This is the beginning. But for what purpose is this mind devel-
oped?
A lawyer is a representative of his client, an advocate, an ex-
plainer, a doer. Yet this mind is not developed on the theory that
the lawyer is a mere instrument. At times there has been almost
a predominate attitude that the lawyer's job is to use the legal de-
vice to get what the client wants and that there is nothing more
than that to lawyering. The whole history of the common law is
in opposition to any such theory. The faith of the law is surely
that while a lawyer serves his client competently and zealously he
brings to the settlement of disputes and to planning for the future
the broadest possible vision, a perspective that is beyond the here
and now of his client. This is the duty of the lawyer. In the per-
formance of this duty it is an obligation to understand the doctrines
which made possible our society. It is an obligation to urge that
they be continued because they are central to the best system of
justice now available to us. In the determination of what is thus
basic and what is best, the lawyer bears a special responsibility.
Legal education is now more closely tied to the legal profession
than ever before. For example, Rule 11 of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania permits the appearance, with limitations, of senior
law students before courts and administrative tribunals. There is
constant movement to bring into our law schools educational exper-
iences involving the actual functions of law practice. Specific ap-
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plications of this concept of the union of education and practice
are still being debated. I can remember several of our own faculty
meetings at which specific applications were hotly debated. How-
ever, the union is certainly present and should be. Lawyers quite
properly judge law schools on the basis of whether their graduates
possess the capabilities necessary for the practice of law, even
though it is of course recognized that there are some things to be
learned better, or perhaps only, through experience.
Law schools in turn must set their course on the basis of a
judgment as to what is required for the future of the legal profes-
sion.
There is today acceptance that training in the principles, insti-
tutions and methods of the law is indispensable preparation for the
professional life. There is also acceptance of the idea that lawyers
must understand the society in which they live, must comprehend
and be able to predict the reactions of their fellow citizens, and
should be able to evaluate within themselves the prevailing atti-
tudes and emotions of the community.
Judge Shughart in his charge expressed the concept this way:
"To keep the goals of the School alive to the inherited wisdom of
the law and responsive to the always developing needs of society."
A unique and difficult role of the legal profession is that it
must be a part of, and yet in a sense separate from, the community.
The law sets the lawyer apart as an expert on society. Law itself
must be responsive to the will of the people. Yet the lawyer who
understands the legal process will know that he must work with
people who have the faults which we all have, and with current
ideas which may not stand the test of time. The very purpose of
law is to be protective and coercive-at times to take people where
they may not want to go.
The law can be modified only with great difficulty. Its institu-
tions are held together by logic not originally worked out in text-
books, but by learning enriched through creation and application
in countless cases. Respect for that collective wisdom, the need
for stability and the doctrine of equality have been powerful factors
in contributing to the discipline of the law. Because the concern
of the profession and the law is people it should never be thought
that training in rules is in itself adequate for a lawyer's education.
In 1829 Mr. Justice Joseph Story admonished law students that
a mastery of the general doctrines of the common law would be
insufficient for the practice of law. The lawyer, he said "should
search the human heart, and explore to their sources the passions
and appetites and feelings of mankind."
Legal education has a need for the disciplined process of criti-
cism and free discussion, closely related to a shared body of knowl-
edge. Without this the education is less and contributes less to the
profession and to society. There must be insistence that legal edu-
cation seriously examine the problems with which the profession
deals. This is true, if for no other reason than because a ceaseless
attempt to determine what is important and good is implicit in edu-
cation.
But there are other reasons. It would be a fair criticism of
law schools if they were not concerned with the training of practi-
tioners. The advocate on the battlement, the advisor in the quiet
of the office are the functioning instrumentalities of our interest.
It would be a fair criticism of law schools if matters of public policy
were totally obliterated in the analysis of rules. It would be a fair
criticism of law schools if our education were irrelevant to that
which goes on outside of our walls. It would be a fair criticism
of law schools if they held no concern for integrity in professional
dealings, whether public or private. The continued existence of a
free and democratic society demands of the profession the percep-
tion, understanding and courageous adherence to moral values.
Legal education must include a commitment to the intellectual
process and the pursuit of truth. There are special reasons for this.
The intellectual process is a central means of communication within
the profession. It is the chief means by which the law school con-
tributes to society. Education explores the role of experience, the
meaning of the bases of institutions and values, and assists us to
understand the relationship between the known and the unknown.
We must understand that which has shaped us and brought us to
the present in order to chart intelligently a future course. The
essence of a legal education is in the belief in the importance of
ideas, the necessity to rethink them, to create them through under-
standing and invention and a willingness to respond to criticism
and to the result of a challenge-in short, a truth-finding process
of a particular kind.
The training of a lawyer is necessarily concerned with mastery
of the means which produce acquiescence or agreement. Law as
a responsive instrument within the society continually borrows and
incorporates doctrines and ideas from many areas of knowledge.
The lawyer prosecuting or defending a medical malpractice case
must have a firm knowledge of anatomy. The judge considering
an anti-smoke injunction must be able to grasp the fundamentals
of meteorology. The lawyer drafting a tariff provision must under-
stand the economics of international trade. The ability to borrow
doctrines and ideas and to use them is an important part of the
lawyer's training. However, the emphasis should be on correctness
of the doctrine rather than its popularity or merely because it is
expedient. In times of stringent social conflict, the temptation is
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strong not to view law as an intellectual depository which can be
drawn upon, and is capable of providing insight in the solution of
conflict. But instead that law is solely a reflection of other forces
over which the lawyer has no control and is only an agent in par-
ticipation. As I have indicated, such a distorted view is incompat-
ible with a profession which represents others, advances causes and
accomplishes acceptable solutions.
The law is an intellectual depository available to the processes
of legal education. The student of the law must learn to draw upon
this depository for the solution of professional problems.
The espousal of causes and the claims of clients is indigenous
to being a lawyer. However, some lawyers and some law students
translate this into an emotional commitment which becomes some-
thing to be lived and not analyzed. They come to resent what is
a guiding principle of legal education-learning to take either side
of an argument. I cannot accept this as a proper expression of
legal education. In some form or another, learning to take both
sides of the argument, whether it arises out of the adversary nature
of law or not, is essential to understanding and knowing. The ad-
versary nature of law is frequently foolishly criticized as hostile
to truth and commitment. Yet that adversary nature has made
available to law study the truth-finding process which most schol-
ars regard as essential, if doctrines were not to be accepted or re-
jected simply as articles of faith.
The important and desirable characteristic of the study of law
is the necessity to go beyond stated rules to a consideration of basic
values and to use these values and their relationships in a continu-
ing critique of the impact of institutions upon the lives of individ-
uals. The drive to see and understand these basic values reflects
a moral purpose and endows the study of law with a seriousness
and centrality which makes it a profession. A driving force within
professional law study is the effort to come to terms with the rela-
tionship between commitment, disciplined inquiry and craftman-
ship. If the moral purpose is seriously held and the nature of the
subject understood, craftmanship will be highly valued.
It is difficult to say, despite the obvious virtues of legal educa-
tion in the United States, that this responsibility is now being dis-
charged adequately.
Those who are involved in legal education can take pride in
what has been developed; that pride must be matched with concern
and inventiveness for the changes which should come.
The process with which we are involved is like a river continu-
ously passing by. It inescapably flows from school, to student, to
profession, to society.
Will our river be of brackish backwater, sluggish with disinter-
est, clogged with unusable concepts?
Or, will our river be of white water, stirred by intellectual chal-
lenge, rushing on to be of service to the profession and to mankind?
Only the second description is acceptable for Dickinson School
of Law. To its accomplishment I pledge my best efforts.
Honorable Dale F. Shughari: Dean King, your words today
and your actions over the years are indicative of your outstanding
capabilities. Accordingly, by the authority of the Board of Trustees
you are invested as the Fifth Dean of the Dickinson School of Law.
